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Sponsored by: 
SuperDuty Advertising 

 
Forest Hills Country Club 

36 Forest Club Drive 
Clarkson Valley MO  63005 

 
11:30 a.m. networking 
11:45 a.m. luncheon 

 
See enclosed flyer and RSVP by January 18. 

 
 

It is the policy of Forest Hills Country Club that no 
blue jeans are allowed in the building. 

 
                                                                                            

 

 

  

 
 

2008  
VIP SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

GREAT STREETS PROJECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
learn about how other communities around the 
country have addressed the relationship between 
design and economic development in corridors 
similar to Manchester Road. 
 
Consultants CH2M Hill and the East-West Gateway 
Council of Foundations developed a workshop that 
provided some technical information on economic 
trends, followed by an opportunity to engage in some 
specific discussion about problems and solutions in 
the Manchester Road corridor. 
 
East-west Gateway will send a summary of the 
meeting which we will put in an upcoming newsletter. 
 

 

Key stakeholders, 
including business 
representatives, 
developers, land 
owners, residents 
and elected 
leaders attended a 
workshop 
December 12 to 

WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 23, 2008 
 

Installation Meeting and Awards  
Ceremony  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������	��
�	���
�����
���������

�
�����	����

����������	�

�����������������������������
�	����� 	�������
�

�����	�������
������
�������	�����
�
�����
�	�����������

�������������





��	�����������		������ �
�

��
�������	�����
�����������������	�
������

��������������
��������������	
	�������������	���� �
�

��
�������	����������������
�� �!��""�



������������������������������#���	�� ������ �

�
��
�������	�����������������

�����

!�����$	����

��
�

��

���������	
��	����� �
�

����������
���%�$� �����%�

�
��



���	����������% �

�
����	���������������	����

������&�����





�	��'�������%���!����%���
�

	����
����
(��)	���	**




�




����	��������+�' �
����"�&��,���


�








�-�-.��� �
��/��&��,����������	��������&������	�����	��������� ��
)�����!��� 

��
����������!�������	��-���!�����
�� ���!��""��










�#���	�������� �
)���)	���


���




��������0���������% �
�	 �$���,�











�����	
�����'�� �
(�������%���
��������"����������������-����*��� �
������!�����	




�



����������������
��/��-� ����

�



����1�����������	������ �
� �

�

���
#�����!���

��



������
��1�����/��������	��
+	���$�����"


��������	��	
���� �����*����/���� �
�

 
 

From Alan Clayton,  
the President of the Chamber… 
 

Thank you for allowing me the honor of serving as your 
President for 2008.  I take my responsibility seriously and 
I will work with the board members and staff to represent 
you and support your interests in our community. 
 
I would also like to thank Hilda Feller for her service as 
our President last year.  Hilda did an excellent job of 
maintaining high standards for the Chamber.  She 
dedicated long hours to helping make our many programs 
and events successful.  I am grateful for the leadership 
Hilda has provided and I am looking forward to working 
with her in her new role as Immediate Past President. 
 
It is hard to imagine where we would be without the 
support of our board members who graciously volunteer 
their time and talent.  Their diverse experience results in 
creative and innovative approaches to problem solving.  
We are also very fortunate to have a knowledgeable and 
experienced office staff.  There are not adequate words to 
express my admiration for Nancy Gray, our Chamber 
Director.  She understands our community and is a tireless 
advocate for us.   
 
Our goals for the coming year include increasing our 
membership, strengthening our financial situation, 
continuing to represent our members in the community, 
and improving the quality of service to our members. 
 
As we begin a new year we will be seeking your active 
support in helping our Chamber meet our goals.  If you 
haven’t done so already, consider joining a committee or 
attending an event that you may not have attended before. 
Tell us what you think.  We want to hear your ideas.  I 
invite you to call me anytime.  My cell phone number is 
(314) 749-8755. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank you again for the 
opportunity to serve you.  I am looking forward to a good 
and productive year. 

Clifton Associates  
Insurance & Investments 

 
 

Proud to Serve West St. Louis County Chamber Members  
with Individual and Group: 

Life – Health – Retirement - Long-term Care 
College Planning - Disability 

 
Available by Appointment 

Call Alan Clayton 
(636) 273-5108 

 
Securities products offered through Integrated Trading and Investments, Inc. 
Member NASD/SIPC - 9505 Hillwood Drive, Suite 160, Las Vegas, NV 89134  (877)752-0011 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX “PATCH” PASSED BY CONGRESS 
 
On Dec. 19, the House of Representatives by a vote 
of 352-64, approved the Senate-passed version of 
H.R. 3996 (the “Tax Increase Prevention Act of 
2007”), thus clearing the Act for the President's 
signature. The Act provides for a one-year “patch” 
of the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) for 2007. 
 
The AMT is the excess, if any, of the tentative 
minimum tax for the year over the regular tax for 
the year. In arriving at the tentative minimum tax, 
an individual begins with taxable income, modifies 
it with various adjustments and preferences, and 
then subtracts an exemption amount (which phases 
out at higher income levels). The result is 
alternative minimum taxable income (AMTI), 
which is subject to an AMT tax rate of 26% or 
28%. 

Under pre-Act law, an individual's AMT 
exemption amounts for 2007 (before the phaseout) 
were as follows: $45,000 for married individuals 
filing jointly and surviving spouses; $33,750 for 
unmarried individuals; and $22,500 for married 

individuals filing separately.  Under the Act as 
passed, the exemption amounts increase to $66,250 
for married individuals filing jointly and surviving 
spouses (up from $62,550 for 2006); $44,350 for 
unmarried individuals (up from $42,500 for 2006); 
and $33,125 for married individuals filing 
separately (up from $31,275 for 2006).   

The AMT “patch” will result in fewer taxpayers 
subject to AMT and reduced AMT tax for many 
taxpayers who are subject to AMT.  It is estimated 
that, for 2007, as many as 25 million taxpayers 
would face an average $2,000 tax increase without 
the AMT patch.   

Because the legislation was passed so late in the 
year, the IRS will get a late start in reprogramming 
its computer systems.  This will most likely delay 
the IRS’s processing of 2007 returns and delay 
refunds for those taxpayers filing returns early.  

Thanks to Jerry Rosen from Hochschild Bloom & 
CO for supplying this article. 

What Taxpayers Need to Know About  
– How to Select a Return Preparer – 

Tips from the IRS during FREE Webinar 
 

Internal Revenue Service Stakeholder Liaison, & the  US Small  

Business Administration invites individuals and sma ll business  

taxpayers to attend a FREE webinar. 
 

Presenter:  Internal Revenue Service 
 

This webinar session will provide information to individuals and small business 
taxpayers on what to look for when selecting a tax return preparer.n preparer.  

 
���������	�
�

Wednesday, January 23, 2008 
1:00 — 2:00p.m. Central Time   

 
This Webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool. ReadyTalk allows 

you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no 
cost  to you.  It's easy to use! 

 
Registration Procedures: 
Send an e-mail to SL.Central.IL.SPFLD@irs.gov  with “How to Select a Return Preparer” in the subject line.   Include your name, 
phone number and (if applicable) your organization, agency or company name.  The IRS will send you an e-mail confirming your 
registration, and include the toll-free conference dial-in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the 
seminar. REGISTER TODAY!  SPACE IS LIMITED.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DECEMBER GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

Seven new members were welcomed 
at the December general membership 
meeting. 
 

From left: Emily McLean from 
Computer Bryte Kids, Dr. Shahnaz 
Ahmed from West County Pediatric 
Dentistry, Kim Cavarretta from Mary 
Kay Cosmetics, Berryl Bader from 
Lindell Bank, Paul Reichle from 
National Property Inspections, Sindy 
Wilson from SuperDuty Advertising, 
SFC Jay Tieges from U.S. Army and 
Hilda Feller. 
 

 

Robin Carnahan spoke about the duties and 
responsibilities of the Secretary of State’s Office.  
She asked the chamber’s help in getting bipartisan 
help from MO legislators on a few issues she is 
working on.  First she asked for the chamber’s 
help to encourage MO legislators to pass a two 
year business registration instead of the current 
one year registration.  This would be similar to 
the two year automobile license plate renewal 
process making one less thing for businesses to 
worry about each year.  She also asked for help in 
getting an early voting system set up so you will 
not have to stand in line on the second Tuesdays 
to vote.  Lastly she asked for help in asking 
employers to support poll workers in the same 
way they currently support jurors with excused 
absences from work. 

 

The Rockwood All 
District Intermediate 

Honors Orchestra 
performed at the 

December general 
membership meeting.  

They performed classical 
music and a medley of 

holiday tunes.  Our 
thanks to Dr. Craig 

Larson, Rockwood’s 
Superintendent, for 

arranging this delightful 
recital. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2008 STANDARD MILEAGE RATES 
 

The IRS increased the 2008 business standard mileage 
rates to be used by employees, self-employed 
individuals, and other taxpayers to compute deductible 
costs of operating an automobile (including vans, 
pickups and panel trucks) to 50.5¢ per mile, an 
increase of two cents over the 2007 rate.   
   When the standard business mileage rate of 50.5¢ is 
used for automobiles owned by the taxpayer, 
depreciation will be considered to have been allowed 
at a rate of 21¢ per mile.  Such depreciation reduces 
the taxpayer’s basis in the automobile. 
   As always, consult with a tax consultant for 
questions.   

Information provided by Jerrold Rosen, 
Hochschild Bloom & CO, LLP 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting December 17, more than 4 million 
American businesses, including 20,000 businesses 
in St. Louis County, will receive 2007 Economic 
Census forms. Businesses that do not receive a 
form (typically very small) are not required to do 
anything, but those businesses that receive a form 
are required by law (Title 13, U.S. Code) to 
complete and return it.  The due date is February 
12, 2008.  

Many businesses may not recall the last census 5 
years ago, and the form may come as a surprise.  
They may not realize how important their timely 
and accurate responses are to effective public 
policy, to their industry, or to your chamber.  

The Web site <www.business.census.gov> tells 
your about the Economic Census, and provides 
statistics you can use to assess and grow your 
business operations.  Added to the site today are 
graphic "Industry Snapshots" for more than 1,000 
industries. 

Census Calendar Dates: 

December 2007:  Your Economic Census 
form is coming to your 
business in late 
December. It's important. 

January 2008:  Complete your Economic 
Census form. Your 
community is counting on 
you.  

February 2008:  Economic Census forms are 
due February 12.  

If you need more information about the 2007 
Economic Census, visit the above mentioned 
website (www.business.census.gov) or 
www.census.gov/econhelp.  Phone lines are open 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at 800-233-6136.  

 

 

2007 
ECONOMIC  

CENSUS 
 

EMPLOYERS MUST USE NEW FORM 1-9 
STARTING DECEMBER 

By J.J. Smith 
 
Employers will be required to use the new Employment 
Eligibility Verification Form I-9 starting December 26, 
2007, or risk fines and penalties, says U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS), which published 
details of the requirement in the Federal Register on 
November 26, 2007. 
 
On November 8, USCIS told employers about the new 
Form I-9, which adds a document to the list of 
acceptable credentials that employers can use to verify 
the employment eligibility of new hires.  The new form 
also removes five documents from the list of acceptable 
credentials.   
 
For the new Form I-9 visit www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-
9.pdf. 
 

DEADLINE FOR GMM 
RESERVATIONS/FLYERS 

Reservations for general membership meetings are due the 
Friday before the meeting.  Kindly call, fax, mail or signup 
online to attend the meeting.   
 
Inserts for the packets are due the same day.  Please 
remember the flyers must be a standard 8 ½ X 11” size.   
 
For those who regularly come to meetings we have 
something called a committed list.  When you join the list 
you do not need to call in reservations each month.   Call 
for details. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                 

                   NEW MEMBER 
                           SPOTLIGHTS 

NATIONAL PROPERTY INSPECTIONS 
 

Paul Reichle started National Property Inspections in 
2005 after 30 years as an engineer.  National 
Property Inspections provides full service inspections 
including commercial, residential, radon, termite and 
septic systems.  It does an average of 300 inspections 
each year.  Its mission is to provide value added 
inspections at competitive prices.  It covers St. Louis 
City and the counties of St. Louis, St. Charles, 
Franklin, Warren, Lincoln, Jefferson, Pike and 
Montgomery.  The company is fully insured with 
liability, errors and omissions and licensed and 
member of many national associations.  Call Paul at 
636-358-0111 to arrange an inspection or for more 
information.  
 

MARY KAY COSMETICS 
 
Kim Cavarretta and her daughter Victoria Cavarratta 
are skin care consultants with Mary Kay Cosmetics.  
Kim has been building her business for over 25 years.  
Her unit sales have been over $20 million.  She has 
personally earned 12 pink Cadillacs and two other 
company cars and nine prestigious director trips.  Kim 
and Victoria offer skin care consultation; color 
consultation and pampering with makeover tips from 
trained professionals.   Her website is 
www.marykay.com/kim cavarretta.  Give her a call at 
636-458-7993.   

 

 New member contact info  
 

Computer Bryte Kids 
Contact: Emily McLean 
108 Holloway 
Ballwin MO  63011 
314-494-1891 
 
Meramec Valley Bank – Valley 
Park 
Contact: Mike Zelman 
35 Marshall Road 
Valley Park MO  63088 
636-230-3500 
 
National Property Inspections 
Contact: Paul Reichle 
P.O. Box 538 
Troy MO  63379 
636-462-3293 
 
SuperDuty Advertising 
Contact: Sindy Wilson 
425 Lafayette Center 
Suite #247 
Ballwin MO  63011 
314-686-1968 
 
U.S. Army 
Contact: Jay Tieges 
14349 Manchester Road 
Manchester MO  63011 
636-227-2371 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                    Please remember to shop our YTB    
                     travel site on our home page b efore 
booking your next trip.  You can purchase 
hotel/motel stays and airline tickets, rent cars, 
book cruises and much, much more.  Visit our 
website www.westcountychamber.com and click 
on the link at the very bottom of our home page.  I t 
will take you to our YTB home page.  Every time 
you purchase from our YTB travel business we 
earn money so we can provide more services to 
our members. 
 

PLANNING A TRIP OR A 
CRUISE? 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GMM SPONSORSHIPS 
You can become a general membership meeting 
sponsor.  For $275 you receive a table in the 
reception area and the ability to put your literature 
on the dining room table tops (other members 
information is compiled in packets that are placed on 
the chairs so that your information will stand out.)  
You also get a captive audience that gets to hear you 
speak about your business for five minutes. We have 
some sponsorships still available through the 
remainder of the year.  Call the office for details. 

 

 

Do you want more time to just 
network with other members in an 
informal setting?  Well we are now 
offering a new monthly meeting called 
First Friday Coffee Club.   

The first meeting will be held Friday, 
January 4 at Diamond & Jewelry 
Brokers.  There is no charge to attend 
the Coffee Club meeting but you still 
need to make a reservation.   Please 
see the enclosed RSVP form. 

If you would like to host a First Friday 
Coffee Club call Lori or Nancy at the 
chamber office (636) 230-9900.    The 
host supplies breakfast items and 
coffee. 

  

 

FIRST FRIDAY  
COFFEE CLUB 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

  
From Lori 

Kelling, the 
Director of 

Membership 
Services 

  

 
The New Member Breakfast on December the 7th was 
a wonderful success, we had 43 new and current 
members who networked, laughed and ate a fabulous 
breakfast at D. Marie’s restaurant.  
 
We had so much fun networking that morning, it 
inspired us to start our First Friday Coffee Club.  We 
want to create fun ways to network and help you grow 
your business.  Please join us for a half hour or more 
during meeting dates! 
 
A Membership Committee has been formed that will 
meet the 2nd Friday of each month at National City in 
Ballwin from 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.  Our goal is to contact 
prospective members and make them aware of the 
advantages and opportunities through membership in 
our chamber.  We plan to grow our wonderful 
chamber and make it the best in West County!!!  
Thank you to all of our committee members and to 
Debra Griggs, from National City, who is our Vice 
President of Membership.  We can always use more 
people on committees so if you want to join this fun 
committee give me a call.  Together we will make a 
difference. 
 

MERCHANT EVENT 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2008 
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14811 Manchester Rd., Suite 100  •  Ballwin MO  63011 
Phone: (636) 230-9900 •  Fax: (636) 230-9912 
e-mail: ngray@westcountychamber.com  
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